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* oiie.ldnil of trefichery..^ Political life siipplies all varieties. 

, . . There is, for example,^ the num who is triiibr to his cha^s; and 

Rpflnetin arf'-there is , the man who is traitor to’his reputation and diis 
eductio ad absurdum. ; ^ ^ , - ; ; _ cousc^rce. Such an one is. John Morley. now dor liis.pains 

v\ hen a^Socialist >beco.utes, a politieian^ lie seems as a r^xle to piiloriecl in tho; House of IjC^'ds. From tliis pohit of Taiita^o he 
become just as hidebound andjnarrow-minded as the ordinary is showing us what pure intellecluality can do in ,the realms of 
bourgeois" of that The following crassly stupid'pronoimce-* starving, plague-stricken, Xiuhan peo];ile 

hienP is' taken-Jrom the Tcdwar XccrJer (November ^^0) ‘ “The a forlorn hope is the, struggle , for lil>erly 

alternative to ParliamentaiT action is war M>d ■ anareln-, with tlie ™‘ “'f' 

more than’probable secinence of autocracy and militarism. There’ "nHioi's of long-anfteruiK India, we w.indev, t.. read 

is no hope of Socialism by that roadT This is rather cool ® laird as quoted by the/in//,./ 

“ riiei’e is poetry and beauty in coininon lives around us, if 
we look, at them with an iinuginative and sympathetic ej^e.” 

“ Imaginative and sjnnpathetic ” ! In-the name of plague 
and famine, when will this cant cease ? And it is .so old— as old ■ 


considering that the rank'^nd-'fi.le of the Labour Party are just 
beginning 1,o discover the absolute hopelessness of any Socialism 
—being ground out of the Parliamentary macliine. Tlie statement J 
however, is a lie., and the writer knows it, since the question, of ,vho- 

Direct Action has been referred ’ to, in tlint journal be|ore now., sm tvrannv iRpIF 
Besides, on the same'p'age he contradicts himself. Eefendng to v ‘ O ■ 

the martyrdom, of the'aiitimilitariks,'he savs: “ TheTefusal of t..- ' ^ 

thesfe soldierdieroes—we use the term advisedly—to slaughter ' Action better tban-Law. 


their fellow workers at the bidding of,a corrupt 'militarism [He 
should say Par/’iujacut, ?rfY/i n Socialht Parftj'iu it!] calls fgr 
whole-hearted admiration,” (pute so. But tlip antin'! vlittivicL 


, - .antiniilitarists 

are doing more to^ advance vSocialisiii than all the Laljour Parties 
•in the world. ■ XVill hejiave the impudence to call th^ir splendid 
propaganda “Parliamentary action”? XVe have only to add 
that the antimilitarists have been denounced jiy tltc rliauicnta ry 
fSbcialiMs in the French Chamber to show what a nnuldln of lies 
and contradictions'this political bigot has got himself into. 


The following was reported in a recent issue of the 
Tehymph:— [ ■ 

y “ Atrocioufj fiHielty hu.s been proved against the unniager.s of a 
cinenKitograph show who arl'ange thrilling seen a?', to b.e. after ward.s 
.unfolded before a harrowed audience. The spectiicle choseij hi this 
caj^e wa.s the fall of a-rmiaway horse drawing a ciirringe over a precipice. 
The scene -was actually performed white a photographer took it, The 
managers hist .'^tartetl prcceeding.s at a-small Brittany village, Graix, 
They had hauled an unfortunate hoise up to n cliff and were lashing it 
into rimning away when the peasants, revolted at-the sight, turned 
iipou the whole }.^i'ty and. liouiuled tlieui ou< of the village. Unluckily, 
p they did not capture the liaple.ss horse, and the ciueinatugraph fiends 
took the aniinal'-oU with them and resumed tlieir inhuman operations a 
few miles away along the coiist, at Ploeineur'. ■ There, unfortunately, 
tliey were umlisturbed. Tlie bocEe, bea.teu into a state ofV’wilil terror, 
dashfcd awav upThe cliff of Conregaii and over the .edge. Tlie wretched 


The Proof of the Pudding'.—, 

i'^ liilst referring to this subject of Parlinmentavy action, it 
hiay be well to show iinw. the Anarchist. n|ijectidn,s are borne'out 

tlcfaice -of the LB lotir _ Party miid'e by ... ,rugm m., 

l\, .\iacaonala T^oyeiuher us admit- fell, dragging the carri^g^e with it, clowu a height of a hundred 

that these mm have gono to Parliament, nut to make a revoln- . feet cu to incks. jind'by a mereyVas instantly killed. The vehicle was 
tionji but to obtain paliiatiixg* tlic^ effects o^ capitulisui, ^ixiaslved to spliiiitersn A inau witli h cincuiatograph- cameni stood 

. In that ease, what hope do the stM'ving workej'S\ get Ifi'piii a ' ‘^Biuiy by .and took fche-whole .“^cene. When the horrible [jerformance 
. statement like the followii^?— ‘ X-'" was over gemlarmh'-, a /(ge, turned up.. The result W a proseeu- 

“We musyDot foi.gvt 'timt the Government /has defi’,,ktiSAleilge<r’ fir the. vine,iinlogi.a,!l. 

itself .to bring Bill [on uyemployment] .next year,--We wmild have 
preferred .said so; but, after ell, we are'31, and tbe- 

meiuheisbip the House of CoEmnons is 670. So .we have to-niake 
• the be.st of it, accept the Government’s pledge, and see that’it, is kept. 

Our policy, therefore, is to assist ofchei'iiJegislation this year so as to 
clear the decks for next. Nothing cin be in ore futile, either in industry 


or in legislation, than to 
leaving all partly finished 


go jumping-about from oae job to another, ^■ -'■m <Lreqt action 

d. The Govex-nment is bound to'dexil with" "^i^<T'chism, stopiped tl 


managers having gone to Afrii^a in search of more thriR'ipg .sights in 
jt'hc hiox;occo campaign. 'Phe Lorient police magistrate did his beat to 
’punish the perpetrators of the cruelty, hut i/ic Fo/msi//e coh/B Jo 
fii<t liitle. Letting off the photographer a.s having |ilayed no part in tlie 
horrible scene, as he merely took the pictures, be censured tliFcinemato- 
graph mamiger.s ip the severest terims, and inflicfe<^ PhP 

Ihe (liyeqt action of the peasants,’Whidi was ■ iinconsciouf!' 


certain things, one of which is licensing. .If it’does not do it..this year, 
it will do it next, and we do not want any big question to come in next 
year and interfere ^with tlie time and, opportunitiasYwliicli we shall 
require foi' discussing, amending, and amplifying the. Government’s 
proposals. We haveptherefore, to clear away all accumulations as hard 
as \ve can, so that 19b9 will find our time free for a great sessiou'-of 
social legislation.” ’ < .. . 

■P ' 

■ iSo, you see, if t|ie unemployed can only starve through 11108, 
they will jje thought of in 1909—if the Labour Party can “ clear 
away^all the accumulations” by then. ‘The'Govermnent, lioiv- 
ever,,.with the assistance of the House of Lorels,' will see that the 
accuinulations ’■remain, Alas! poo'r “ Parliamentary action,”’ 
Failure, failure everywhere I 


lie crime ; tile linvj as’usual, was to.o late. 
Tlie “punishment ” will never ,prevent 'its repctifiou. '* lyip 
woqld not sooner live, .in_!Siq xVnarchist Comumiie than under a 
. capitalist (-iovpninicirf . ■ ■ 


WILLIAM 'MacQUElEN. 

’ ‘ ■ ' I- __ 

i , ' . ^ 

\\ e deeply regret to learn of^tjie'denth, of William MacQuee'ti, 
wdiigh took place on Monday,’Npy^mber 9, at the early age of 33, after 
a long illness. He was^.''very' active propagandist ‘ in the early 
“ nineties.” Later on heA^eiit to th^’States, and in Npw' York started 
an Anarchist paper called Libertif—^n error, of, judgment so far the 
title was concerned, as Tuckei’s paper, had been in existence some timg. 
The story of his arx’est and trial for “ inciting to riot ” at Paterson is 
recent historyl At first he came to England when sentenced, hi.s bail 


The Cant' of a Renegrade. • - 

Much of lute hus been said of .the renegade who sold "himself ■ * i^^ou (...luio juLigiaiiu >vjti«u m,-? wan 

to the Liberal Party that he might stmt anti fret his hour upon being escheated. Eventually; however, he returned to sbtve bis term of 
the stage of the Local (Tovernment Board!. The disgust this imprisonmmtrhut was I’eleased last year. Consumption had rpean- 
specta.cle has produced iu honest minds is certainly hot les’smied " while attacked him, and in broken health lie, came back to wife-and 
h done in an eminently respectable children only to face a lingering death. To these we are sure the 

tLnghsh fashion.. The moral ex-mechanic is never tired of :■ sympathy of all. comimies will go out, for thby cannot have suffered 
preaching the virtuous life to the workers. . But'there is more much less than he himself. . / ■ 

!. !. . ’ 1 ^ ' ■ ■ ■ 


'i 


s 
























V 


’■» s 


86 


^FREEDOM'. ^ 


•December, IDO&l 


DIRECT ACTION versus LEGISLATiON. 


Bv J, Bisvir Smith. 


Xq-day, jusit^,aft€fr tlie close of bhe niiiet-een-tii century, which'=^a'S' 
60 prolific in discoveries and inventions fraught livith the highest 
' possibilities for the physical, moral, and intellectual development ot 
mankind, when one looks around, or merely studies his daily newspaper) 

■ one finds references to crying evils which the great bulk of orie’s 
fellow citizens liave been cognisant of for a nc^mber of j’^aTs back, 
..'Notwitlistanding^ our immense advance' in 4he‘world of,‘mechanics, 
notwithstanding the fact that the pvod.uctive power of the individoal 
has been increased a thousandfold, newspaper after newspaper, day 
after day, records the bitter facts of everyday life, and itheir Constant 
recurrence robbed them of all pathetic interest.' And these facts 
ai'e bitter indeed. After a century of phenomenal progress in scientific 
knowledge, which enables mankind to exploit Nature in a manner never 
before dreamt of, we are still face to face with evils greater than an}^ 
previous civilisation has known. In any new'spap^r, on any day of the 
year, one may read of crimes so appalling, of‘privations so terrible, of 
degradation and miseiy so horrible, that it almost becomes a ndatter of 
■- doubb^ whetlier we are living in -Britain at ^ie‘beginning of the 
twentieth century' or_in some ‘barbarous island ere the" dawn of 
eivili.sation. ' 

The reports in oiiy newspapers seem so awful, as they graphically 
outline some sham el esA depravity, some heartless crueltj', that were it 
not for our own experience of life,, we should'deem- them incredible. 
Robbery, murder, suicide, deaths from .starvation, /roin overwork, 

'■ deserted children, evictions—these, and many more equally' sad and 
pitiable, are tile daily stock-in-trade of every newspaper in the country; 
and (the unconscious sarcasm of it all!) we may also x’ead in the same 
• newspaper the speech of some eminent .statesman describing the moral 
t grandeur‘of the twentieth century and the greatness "and wealtii of 
Britfiin ; or of some eloquent divine who makes aa impassioned'appeal 
to our pockets on behalf of “ the "poor* heathen of some fnr^oft'land 
Jiving in^in, and misery," _ 

The moral grandeur of the twentieth dentury had no existence, 
and'it is palpable to ^most of us who are in any way conversant with 
the evils around us (and who among ns is not?), that the pedple who 
are. “living in sin and misery " are at home'iT-^a fact which is patent tc 
. everyone^ except “eminent' statesmen" and “eloquent divines:" The 
evils which surround us are so manifest, so numerous, and so great, * 
^that unless soine determined effort is made towards their abolition, they 
will abolish us, just as in the past less ' gigantic evils have swept away 
' preceding ours. These evils have gone on increasing ‘ 
and ’multiplying, 'producing new evils, notwithstanding the. fact that 
very many of them have their opponents, men who are pledged ..to work 
for their extinction. Each, ev’il has_ its.special set of opponents, with 
special plans arid methods for its abolition. Certain groups of indi- 
yiduals have combined together, to cope with some particular .evil wliich 
seems greater in their eyes than all othei’S; other groups, who difi'er 
from these, are attempting to cope with various other evils., All alike 
are calling upon Parliament to. interfere in this or that particular case, 
to abolish this’ or- that law, to introduce this or that Bill for the 
supposed betterment of ,the community, Yet while all these factions 
, exist, all more or less noisy, the igreat bulk of the people, remain 
■ ha,ve become callous and indifferent,'partly-by the constant 

sight of these evils, the constant repetition of flTe ^nes, and partly 
because, the fairly comfortable, well-fed portion of the public do not, 
and apparently cannot, realise the' enormity and' the awfulness of the 
evils which have come along with civilisation and'the t\ventieth century. 

It is difficult for tlse man in the AVest End, surrounded by every 
comfort, enjoying every pleasure, "Tntelleetual, artistic, emotiohak, to 
realisiM-he sodden misery and depravity which often exist in the East 
End. It is almost iinpossibie for the lady reared amid evefy luxury to. 
realise the vicious, degraded " lives of the wom.en, in the slums. , Fop , 
those people wliq have never had an unsatisfied want in their lives, it 
may be impossible to fathom the'motives, the circumstances and reason^ 
which drive men ..to drink mid crime, and women to shame. But we, 
who are workers, we khoW circumstances and conditions, we feel 
them exerting all their baleful influence upon us every day of our 
.lives—why, why are we so apathetic, so oblivious of the misery which 
continnally surroiTuds u.s„ and often is a part of ns ? t 

Whnb is .the reason foi'“‘l£his apathy ? Perhaps one cause of it lies 
^ in the fact that cUirihg Inst century, and especially in the latter half of 
- it, .there was a steadily increasing feeling that it was no part of the 
indivlduaTs. duty to remove, or attempt to remove, the. evils which 
. Gxisb. Agitate for the(r removal he may, ijjut to nttemptrspontaneouslv, 
with'the help of his fellows, to directly; i‘.eraedy a grievn^cei this l^e may 
not do, without. first consulting' the State. Any‘attempt in that 
-direction, we.w^re_ told again ’and- again, was foredqomed to failure, 
even if it were.not' crimTnal to indul^ in such an attfenipt.. Paiiia-nieht, 
we were told, would look after our interests and the best iiiterests^of 
^ the,people generally, wouldi regulate 6ur lives better than w.e knew how\ 
and was. thepfore the proper body, whom'we ought to approach with 
our grievances and the plans for their remedying ; and of cqi^ji^every 
one knows the remarkabte. rate of speed, the Parliamentary machine ■ 
travels at. ■ ’ ■ ' 

* I . 

The reign of paternal governmentalism was ushered In. .and a 

■ ■ * 1 ■ . ■ 1 ■ ■ 


consequent 'iudifi'erentism inr;;tke people', coupled ‘ufith 'their Childlike 
trust tha^in .some waj^' or other^the Government would provide, and no 
.doubt succeed in managing things for the' best for everybody, and if it 
did not—well, it could nob be .helped; nobody was to blaihe, and things 
wHl always go as they have gone in^^jihe past. L(iis^e)i Jet ire, said the' 
.people, “the Govemtneut rules; weminsb.obey. They know what we 
desire; ],et‘us trust them."’ Sometimes they overthrewa Government, 
but as they always replaced it by another almost identical so far as 
administration gbes, it made Jittb difference, and the trust and confi¬ 
dence of the people was merely transferred to different ipdividuals, who 
worked th'e same maefiine in the self-same way as t'hsir pred'ccessois. 

' Thus we may account for the seeming- apathy which 'lexists to-day' 
to three or four-'causes. . The taking away fi'(5tn the individual his 
direct interest in life ‘and- in Ju.s surrouridings, an(i'*^s a necessary 
consequence _the blunting to a large extent of his moral sense; the 
teaching tliat he must never rely on himself, bub must depend upon a 
small party of men who are elected to do everything, whether they are 
acquainted with the matter in hand or not, destroys to a large extent 
bis pei’cepbion, of right and wrong. To be guided and to depend for 
guidance upon people who know absolutely nothing of his'daily life, his 
struggles and pi'ivatiohs—for it may be safely agsunied that 90 percent., 
of'the House of Commons are woefully ignorant of the various details 
'vvhich iqake ,iip the worker’s life, and which are so blatantly and 
learnedly disqussed there—^is to show a lack of individuality, which,'if 
, not almost'.criminal, is at least very pathetic. It is certainly unworthy • 
of the. descendants of the men w|io gained the civil au’d I'eligious 
liberty -we possess to-day, not by blindly 'and slavishly follbwing rulers 
and politicians, faut“iEy, assertiiig-.their own individuality and tlmiv 
. ovvi; principles, no matter whether the Government considered "tlrese 
I prinoipjes legal or illegal. . 

\ This absence of self-i'eliance which paternalism insists upon may 
be consid.ered as one of the main, obstacles to all genuine progress. 
There is, of course, as well, the party system of government, which not 
only depi'ives men of .self-reliance, but largely of reason'also. Men 
shout for this or' that 'particular measure, not, because as tiioughtful 
individuals they believe it will be'beneficial-to the great mass, of their 
fellow's and bring.increased happiness and weil-being to the comniunity, 
but because it has'been recommended by some great party leader, or 
inscribed on the prpgi^mme of some particular party. I do fiob deny 
that some of the measures may liave been beneficial, but I do deny that 
the greiU bulk of the people would have voted or shouted for tliein had 
they been advanced by some obscure man. instead of, being supported 
by the prestige of some great party leader. The reason' of the pedple 
is thus ob-scured ; it becomes more than ever neeessary to think .with 
the multitude, and no mam dare stand alone, fon to-day, to slightly 
revise an q)d axiom,^ “ originality breeds contempt," as those who 
‘ attempt to imtiute innovations will soon find to their cost. 

The principle w-hich party government tacitly asserts, that the- 
majority must be right, is decidedly immoral, for righk^and wrong 
never were, and ' never can be, determined -hij:-thq. meie-counllfig of.- 
noses. A principle must stand or fall by itself, and "'whether its 
‘-adherents be few or many, ethically it is still the same. ' The party 
system.of government denies this, and we find this illustrated for us ip' 
the fact that in 1880, Mr. Gladstone sent mpn 'to prison for advocating 
' a principle- which 3A e ... hi mself advocated in 18S3, All the difiTerenco 
that existed wms a difference,.in- the numbers whibli supported tlmt 
principle in 1880 and 1885^; and a great portion of the public, at leajt ' 
of bis party, completely approved of his actions at both these periods. 
They had abnegated their own reason completely; sacrificed it to the 
fetich 'of party woi-ship. ■ ^ . 

lien we take these things into Consideration, as well as. the ' 
proverbial slowness of, Parliament, is it any wonder)'that men who 
started life with generous impulses and noble aspirations, imbued with ' 
enthusiasm in the people's cause, become apathetic and either drop oj.jt ■ 
of tlie -fight through .sheer weRriii'es.s-oF the never-ending “law’s’delays,*^ ■ 
or beebming cynical-‘and iiicliffereni, resolve*tb make the best for them¬ 
selves, and^Ieb their more 'unfortunate fellows go where th.ey may ? 
A-uithis is comparatively easy. All that is necessary is to go to the 
assistance of the strongest, and im'inediatelly, he will bask.in the sun¬ 
shine-of popularity (for the multitude can only think in numbers), live 
ill'wealth and luxury, die univers.ally lamented, have the honour of a 
public funeral, and public monupaents set up to perpetuate his ilnemory. 

To abide by his o'wn inmost^ convictions, lo hold’high his ideal uiisoiled 
and unspotted, w’ould earn for him a life of contumely and abuse,, 
terminating probably either in the workhouse or in prison. He' had 
few if any adlierehts, consequently he must be wrong. This is the 
manner in which go\*ernmeiit has taught the people to reason, if they 
reasdti at all. As a general i’ule, it is more a matter of. emotions than 
intelligence, and no one knows this better than/.your politician. • Our 
system condemns an|honest man to remain^ u ft heard, or converts him • 
into .a rogue and a hypocrite/ In either case it is sad and pitiable, and, 
even if that were -‘all, ^quite suflicient to coiademii the Parliamentary 
system,and its baneful influence upon the people. It is not all. In 
short, let us again enumerate the disadvantages'of appealing to Parlia¬ 
ment to do what finally we niuglt do for ourseU'es either with-or without 
the permission of .Pari lament. 

.Tlie'loss of self-relianee.;. the'partial clepn ration of reason; the '. 
blunting of the, moral senselack of individuality and initiative; 
apathy and* in difference. ‘When we consider all these results of Parlia¬ 
mentary action -upon the individual, and'the people-gfefierally, as ■well 
as the fact that so littlb is achieved, and that little of comparatively 
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small value, when ;we think of the terrible evils abounding in our e‘<tablish the connecting link between heavenlv and earthly law, and 
midst, 18 it not time as well as advisable to consider whether there may the penalties for disobeying either, both here and in the world to come, 
not be other- methods which will enable us to abolish these evils, and were such that only the boldest and mcjst indomitable spirits had even,” 
gam that Avhich we all desire more speedily; and which will at the the courage'to criticise the law. From this arose the divine right'of “ 
same time, develop and strengthen the individuality aud self-reliance of kings and the infallibility of priests, and the great bulk of the hunmn 
the people. As the superstition of Parliament is more or less based' race' -mth few exceptions, here'/nd there, now and theurgrovelled in 
upon the superstition of Taw, it would be well to say a few words abject slavery before their divinely-inspired masters and pastor.s. It 

.took the human race centunes.lo awaken from this sleep of ignorance 
and supei-stition, and the diviiie right of kings and the infallibility of 


onf ^laiV i[before criticising Pan-liament more fully, especially in contra- 
dis^nctidn to the direct .action of the p*eople themselves. 


r 


II. 


the 


priests avere shattered for ever. * But ideas often change their iiaines 
while theii\essence remains the same. Mankind is always prone, like 
the Isi'aelibes of old, to retui'h to its old idolatrous woiship, while at 
the same time it deludes itself into believing it is somethit^ else by 
inventing a new label for it. 


When people .speak of the law, they*appear to be under w.... r. i 

impression that it is something loutside of themselves; something abov^ ^ The^divihity which formerly hedged a king has now .been trans* 

^ them, higher than them ; something they themselves can neither make^^rferred to* law and to Parliam'ent. The aim of both institutions is the 
nor unmake, but which, rightly or wrongly, they must blindly obey. - same,-however—to Safeguard the interests of a small minoi'ity against 
Iney imtigine^ that, it is a force irresistible, from which there is no any possible attack fi'om the unfortunate ihajority. The result is the 
^poal, that its dictates, whethef just or unjust, still must b^ obeyed, same as in the Middle Ages;—wealth, luxury, jiower, culture, the enjoy- 
there aie who consider whether they are just or unjust; the great ment of literature ari 3 art, and the study of the sciences for the-few; 
r;in,ajQrity of the people sincerely believe an action is right or wrong— and poverty, misery, aud degradation for the many. , 

moral or immoral—-jmst a^ it.\ happens to be set dpiyri in the statute . Wo find, therefore, in studying the'origin and development of law, 

1.1 1 this-,IS a 'most immoral attitude to assume. Nothing that it owes its.existence*to robbery aqd murder.. It is a familiar ' 

' 8 ''^*ited ; we ought to bring our own intelligence axiom that the sword must keep what the sword h.as gained.” We 

and reason to bear upon any particular Question or action, and settle findthis w'ell exemplified in the history of .our country.' It requiiijd, 

for ourselves, irrespective of the opinions of .other men-^even if. set more th^,i\ the sword to keep the plunder robbed from "the people ; tlie~ 

crowd the libraries of .the Houses of gallows and cannon, the stake and scaffold were impressed into the 

Paili^ment—its morality or immorality ; that W whether or no't it is service of the law to “ keep what the sword had'gained.” Crimes too 

for the well-being of the individual and the^race.^/That, after all, is the atrocious to mention have been committed by the State in the name of 
only standard whereby all actions can be tested: knd that alone is moral law and order. 


which leads to the increased happiness.and well bbing of the individual, 
and as a necessary consequejice thq race.. ' ' 

Until we grasp' this fundamental truth, happiness for the great 
bulk of mankind will be impossible, and the great evils which afflict us 
,.;to-day will be perpetuated in a gfej^ter' or Ifesser degree. This poverty 
and mediocrity of thought, this silently^acceptfng the opinions of others 
ready-made for us in the newspapers, as our clothes are in the store; 
this deference, almost reverential, to the opidion of the -majoiity, is 


and with the full approval and blessing of the Church.. 
'-Who has not heard of the massacres 'of St. Bartholomew and Glencoe ? 
Yet from those,days, and long before .them, down to the execution of 
Wilson and the Radical martyrs of Scotland, the Peterloo massacre, the 
.shooting of mipers at Feathers'tone, of peasants at Mitchelstown, what 
a horrible record of crimes* is-unfolded"* to u.s, perpetrated by tins law 
which is supposed to exist to suppress crime! What na'meless sickening 
barbarities were inflicted upon those who were unfortunate. enough 
'to come within its cruel grasp! What devilish engines of torture, 


largely responsible for , the callousness and. indifferentism of to-day. constructed with almost fiendish ingenuity to rend .asunder the,limbs of 


The supineness and complacency of the people amid all the hardships 
of to-day are as terribly’ sad as the degradation ,,and destitution wbich 
pi'eyail,. and owe their, existence to > the-superstition of law.' This 
supineness and cpniplacency will, always exiskuntil we a's a people get 

rid of tbe-jsuperstifion of law, a bogey erected by ourselves to worship _ _ * 

and adoret We are told that savages in Africa erect tlieir idols, and compelled the sweeping away of sysfiein .which comprised such 
having efifiowed them 


the unhappy victim or tear his flesh into piecemeal!. These were the 
means and methods for Diaintaining order ” in socie^.. Of course, we 
no longer use these instruments of torture; but the law did not'freely 
donsiga these relics of. savagery to the museums. The force of public 
opinion, an enlightened public conscience, these, and these alone, 


^ )wed them with irresistible and all-conquering power and diabolical ^methods of punishment. -Torture must alwayk' be more or 

ajl-embracing knowledge, fall down and*worship them. We pride*bur.- less incorporated with law. Witness the revolting details of our prison' 

upon our progress ay^d, civilisation, yet in, what i^BSjiect do we system published from time to time, and the demands made! by many 


. differ from these savages? They are held in awe, not becaus^ tli 6 'ido! England to revert to' flog^ng as a punishment for ci iine. 

really pc/ssesses any of these a^ttributes with which they have endowed . Thus even our judges are brutalised and 'degraded by their calling; 
it. and which nnlv fivisf. m f.lion. own minds, but simpjy^ because their, minds warped, and tvyisted, the’ spring of human sympathy dried 

ni SiinlV’lrnnnlr^if.5 UD bv studvini)^ too miinh Anri f.nn . MKf.lA VitimAnif.v ’ rifi'moc I 


up by studying ^%oo. much lajyir.and too - little humanity. ' Ori'mes! 


it, and which only exist in their ^ ___ 

believe so.. The European, who has no suclY'superstition^ may knock-it i 

down, break it in pieces, and recognise it for what it is worth, u. piece You'talk of the crimes of 'the individual !• The crimes committed by 
of wood or stone which owes its power .to the undeveloped reason and individua’ls are as a drop of water in the ocean compared to the crimes 
.savage imaginatjion which .boiv'down before it. * We, of course, do not perpetrated bythe law. ' “ - 

“ • ’ ' (2'o he contimved.)- \ 


bow down to idols of wood or stone, but we endow with Sup’erhuman 
wisdom and poiver the' opinions set .down in the statute book of mere 
men after all, as,ifj.he expression of opinion imithe statute-book gave it 
the wisdom and force^,wJiicb wereidenied to the jexpression of opinion in 
the street. As in the^se of the savages, so will it be in.jpur own—the 
law is strong so long as we belieye it to be so; when w.e cease to believe 
so, it will fall to pieces like the idol of the savages. 

To get rid of'this superstition of law, it is but necessary to examine 
it in all its aspects-^—to trace its origin and development; to study its 
I'^sults in operation. The necessity .for law arose from the iuscitution 

xl__1* #» 
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Anarchy v.' Hocialisrii, JBy, Win.' C. Owen. 

■“ Mother Earth” Publishing. Association, 210 E. 13th Street. 
This .pamphlet, is in evex-y way excellent', Oleai-ly written, well 
reasoned, it cku be read without difliculty or confusion in grasping the 


to private claimed by Anarchism in social evolution. We have only one 

)ms of the to.find, and that is with the title. “ Socialism ” ia a term that, in 


of slayei'y and in the evolution fi’om communal pi’opei'ty ^ 

pi’operty; fn the dpvelo'pment from the simple family customs of the . , 7 t i • , . , . • 

clans to the establishmera of the State. Previous to the institution of embraces all theories which aim at a reconstruction of .society 

slavery, in the frequent internecine wars which were waged between *'"6 soci^iljsation of wealthy a^basis.- It is the Social Democrats 

tribes in tile early days of man’ 
invariable practice of every clad, 
ate the vanq'uished.| -But man 



course, that it was miore profitable to set his prisoners of^'war to'till the 
'soil and engage in various rude'industrie.? than to kilf.and eat them, 
and thus slavery was established. The strongest a^id most powerfql 
fighter in those days generally captured the most slaves, and as the 
common sense of the clan was decidedly against the slave having. little 
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Shear My Sheep. By Dennis Hird. 

44 Fleet Street, E.C. ^ 

_ This is an excellently written satire on England’s greatness. Any 

or nothing to do, he was granted so much more land to give employ- Pb® flight be induced to read this, and whilst onjoying it suddenly, 
ment to all his slaves. The institution of inheritance arising about the discover his eyes had been 'opened by a scathing exposure of the 
same time, wealth, and of course power, were gradually concentrated* I'obbeiy and fraud of capitalism and landlordism. The book is full'of a 


into a few hands. The necessity for safeguarding this wealth as well*humour. One of the neatest epigrams is this : “Civilisation 


as safeguarding the position of one man' (the most powerful warrior a fiddler and the poor are the fi'ddlqs.” 
generally) as head*of the clan or state against*any possible attack from 
those who were less fortunate,-and fro m the slaves either, c£tptured or 
born on the domains of the lord, letTTo the institution of law. , The 


Uhiu'ch, stepping in, received large grants-of land from'this warrior, 
and bestowed in return a religious sanction to the enactments of the 
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or lord.‘ The bond of union fia.ally established between Church 
au.d State—that is, stripped of all fine words, rapacious priests bn the 
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one hand and the robber barons .ort.the other—the people steeped in MoyenY O'Eloiter les.dt'hnOes'^ Families 


ignorance and superstition, blindly obeying their priests, it was easy to. 
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THE INHERENT LIMITS OF PARLIAMENT: 


If the practical efforts of young moveinelits snch^as Hirect 
Action and' the General Strike sonietimes fail, this is inevitable 
in the beginning of movements, when exj^erienee has'to be won 
in a bitter all-round struggle'. The advocates of Parliamentarism, 
in pavticiilaivare the last Avho should use "this tts .an argument, 
considering the fact that_their own Parliamentifii’isyn is tottering 
from bad to worse. ' No one will say that"'the repi’^seiitatiye 
system'is a young, experimental moAfement; its friends,glory in 
its age and wisdom.- Here, then, there is no hopeful develop-^^ 
'inent before us; but only the decay of a timeworn' organism 
which, if we look fmore closely at it; has never had any real 
'■ vitality, and is therefore fowerer., incapable of serious improve¬ 
ment and progress. ‘ . ' , , . ” 

' The origin of Pai'lia;fnentary institutions, explains - tliiSv- -The 
primitive direct action-of the people, jn their local meetings bad 
. long since been crushed by theh; lords, and above them all royal 
power had lisen, a Strong auflmruelJlTOvernmeut. When Parlia¬ 
ments came into' existence, thi^npparent'progress AVhs marred 
by twQ vitaHdefects; first, the'GWernmental organism, based on 
royal power, remamed in possession of all executive power, and 
has remained so until to-day; second, Parliament repyesented 
the interests of the wealthy classes from the beghining, and to 
protect these interests against the people’an alliance between_ 
Parliament and GoATernment was- necessary, and this prevented 
the- struggle for the extension of P arliamen tary power ever 
gaining its ends'and-getting'real cpnfe’ol o\^er the Government., 

' Being accomplices united 'against ■*'*the people, they cannot 
seriously be . expected to figli't eaelf -otlieiv'^whicli-means that 
’ Avitli Parliamentarism tlie.‘„ contiiuiation of a;ticient absolutism is 
really .intimately connected. ^ ; 

' Tiiis is contradicted neither by the. ffi^ory of the Foninion- 
■AA-e-alth nor by that of the French Revolution and tlie United 
States of Ameriai. We see on the siipface the fiercest struggles 
for Parliaineiitary i'ights,'it is true; but. in realHy the reAmlu-" 
tiemary parties only hastened to .come into safe po ssessio n of 
Government for a 4-ine^tmtd^-su-nnU^Wi^^ sdciaP 

revolutions. Inevitamy' the Governmental organism - absorbed' 
the best of them, routine or reaction followed, and coinproniises, 
Avhicli we still see to-day, ended the once ipromising struggle. 

We see that in almost' CA^ery-'i^racticfil inait^dl-Parlianient 
atidicates into the hands of Governm6htr;dyidCF^^en]oys' the 
possession of real power for a much longei^peifi<^U than .l^arlia- 
ment plays Avith the seriiblance. of it, - -We see, further.'To wha^ 
extent thejiitentions of Parliaments Can bc th\yaided by- difCrent 
'Toniis oi 'the veto—the refiisal to sanction* the decisions_of 
Parliaments—granted, tp Tvidgs, Presidents, yetc. And ive all 
know ■ that’Avonderfut device to reduce'Parliamentarism to an 
absurdity—a devicewhich, if somebody first proposed it to-day, 
Avoiild be considered a joke-^nam4y, to-set up-^one Parliament 
■against another in the same country, the Upper Ctiamber against 
the LoAver, the House of Tx^rds against the House of Gommons, 
as ih this country, ■' ' . 

, Do not say that this' is considered an abnormity'-.now by 
' general consent, and AAnll be abolished. No one thinks, of this ; 
on the cofitnary, .if the House of I^ords did not exist, it would 
liave to be invented--this is the real feeling of those in.p'oAver. 
,Th^y are" not disposed to part Avith thei^wealth and power at 
'■tlie demand of the people, as expressed by their-Azotes at elections. 
;But they willingly grant facilities for oratorical display,^ aiid that 
'is the function of' the Lower 'Qhamb.ers Avith their ^^pcialist and' 
"Laboin parties. Tl^ey are eptite safe, for they know befoachand 


.rejected in the nineties,” Ave heard it two years ago, Ave lie^i it 
jnst.noAV ; .it is one of the old familiar . street' cries, and nothing ■ 

ever comes of it. ■ I ■ ■ 

If Parliamentarism* could ever have been reformed, it shoitfil 
’ have been, done when it Avas young and believing itself full of 
Tife-, In our days alPefforts are concentrated on defending Hie 
AApalth and power of the rich classes,, an'd ParliamentB,.like me 
press, the-pulpit,-patriotic agitation, etc.,'are mere'tools at 
the .serAuce of those Avho; organise: that defence. Paaliamentary 
Sociali,sm and 'Labourism, jlnfortuuately, play into Jfieir , hands ; ■ 
the efforts of progi'essive Avomunhood are a]so misled An this 
d-hKCfion ; but real, hard facts, the facts of life, are,, stronger than 
all thesfe-eurrents. In practical ciuestiohs the. incompetence of. 
Parliament become? more visible everyday. Quite apart from 
those AY ho* consciously belieA-e in direct action, people in geueitP; 
• see that conflicting opinions "and interests cannot be artificially _ 
regulated and united fi'om cabove'; .thus o’n the education ciuestipn"'; 
Parliament' is' at its' wits-’ ends,, on ‘ the unemployed .CLuestion . 
likewise. ..Possibly the failure of so many recent attempts^at 
Parliamentary regulation, will lead to a uxore general' recognitron 
of the. futility of Parlmmentarism, this meffi'eient system hope¬ 
lessly Tin feed Avi th th e .. in os t reaction ary past, ^absolu t e gOA^ern- 
' mental pOAver, and opposed fp all human instincts'of freedom 
’and autonomy.. . .' ; W ' ■ ' ^ 


.FAILURE OF COMPULSORY ARBITRATrON. 


The folloAAdng resolutions Avere jjjassed by the Victorian^^ 
Socialist .Party, at their annual conferehcw-held at Sydney in 
' July, and are reprinted from the iIelbourn,e SoeinUat, July 31 

That this Conference declares agafusb. Wa'ges Boards, Arbitnation 
ConrLs, etc. . ’ ^ 

.1, That this Conference affirms its'';p.i'OHodnced and mature 
couA’iction fliab Compnlsory Arbitration, -as manifested in slightly 
differing enactment^ in the Australian States and New l^ealand, has 
‘not proved advantageous to the Working Class, bub has weakened .. 
Trade Unionism iff spirit and lachievement, and therefore the accept¬ 
ance or endorse men t of any form of compulsory arbitration'will prove 
•detrimental to the indu^rial welfare, an d^class em anci.patioU of. the 
workers. ; . . 

3; That this Conference unreseiwedly cqn^nlhs the Industrial 
Disputes Act ^ dangerous to the W.orking CdassAf N. S. W.. and calls 
.upon both the organised and unorganised^vork'ers to vigorously, protes^^ 
agiiiusb the measure by refu.sing to register thereunder; further urging"'' 
them, regardless of ‘ CQnsequencyS',''^to * defy IMr. \yade^s capital is tic 
Cabinet in its coercive atternptAo foist- upon the workers a' mea.sure 
unjust arid tyrannical inJ.ts''"provisions, and reactionary and iabolevable' 

.1 ' ' . . ' 

“--Experieneffteaches,” says the old motto ; hut eATeleutlV this 
-does not apply to those who supported conipulsory arbitration at 
the Tmle Union Congress. Althaugh only just retu rned from 
■--A:UffhnliEU^wli^eAi-e“i'mi3'HiHTUlesini^^ feelmg bn this 

hr at ter, Ben Tillett had the impudence to move a resolution m 
favour of a system Avhich those AA-orkers .Avho. have, tried it 
unhesitatingly condemn. Fortunately, his resolution Avas again^ 
defeated. The folloAA'ing 'article on New Zealand’s experience of 
compulsory arbitration should’completely silence these Labour " 
leaders ”.(!) Avho evidently think'That the advocacy of it'is a 
■sure passport to a.Government job. - The cnttiiw is (from the ■ 
same paper as above:— . U ‘ ^ ; 

• It if) a good ,thi-ng that a young cour^y like New Zealand, with 
‘various ecoiromic and other advantages, should halve resorted to such k ; 
measure as- the Industrial Conciliation.and Arbitration Act; ' Noiy, 
after fourteen years’ experience of it, with various amendments, it is ■ 
admitted by many who Avere formerly favourable to the Act that it is 
an utter failure. • 

Within the last six months thex’O have been-four ■ coDsidevable 
strikes, several smaller ones, and another of large proportions threaten- 

■ ing. The Blackball miners was the dispute that gave the Act the 
firsfb serious drubbing, when, the Government sent_ the Sheriff to seize 

■ the.goods and chattels of the. miners,'arid put these up to auctionUo 
recover the fines imposed on the'men'. This arrested more attention 
than‘probably anything else in connection, Avith the administration of 
the Act,, and thousands of workmen who had hitherto .been passiA^ely 

■ acquiescent now became actively hostile. ' * 

Then followed the Auckland tram strike, initiated in. effective 
fashion, and-- terminating Avith the appointment of a special Board to 
deal with their grievance. This Aid not damage the Act as much as 
the Blackball miners, had done, bub it caused many to.brjeablie freely 
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when in two d[^’ strike they forced the position more than'they could 
by two month/of appealing and depif^sirig. ‘ ■ , 

'Xext came the Wellington bakei'S. These had joined in' the 
■celebrations of the eight-hour day year after year, which celebrations 
have been held for half a century ; but' the bakers of the Capital City 
had never themselves obtained the 48 hour week. They tried for 
"yenrs to do so. They eam^ under the Arbiti’ation Act,'And tried on 
,- 6^617 occasion,when a new Award was given, to get Lhe -iS-hour w^k, 
They hoped‘■^t\v6 months ago, on tiie expiry of the old award’,'to get 


without any,insti’rictiouj ar^d at the , present time only 28 pov 
luCRussfaqs are able to sign their names. , ; 

The respbnsibility for this saci’ifice ,to tjao gods of wrebehoeV- 
ness and misery rests entirely anrl exclusively with the cursed 
personalities, of Alexander Ill, and Miis sou Nicholas 11. The 
■responsiBiliby rests with them because 'at the time of the 
liberation of the'serfs in 1801 the annual .'State Budget was only 
40'U,000,,000 roubles {£4O,U0U,00U); But 'siuco ■3,882, when 


their case dealt with by .the Concihation Board; but the employers Alexander III. placed Russia in ^^tate of siege and handed the 
■refused, and tlie Award of the Court was (for ^,6>ve-miiG radius, with • country over to oppresMon by military brutes, and submitted 
the Wellington Post Office as a centre) a 51--iit)ur working week^ and elemontary and secondary schools to supervi.sioa by police and 
wages for foremen, £3 3s. per .week; second_imnds, £'2 13s.; and table clergy, which ooutinnes to the present day, the-Go verb incut of ^ 

■ hand, £2 Ss. per welk.. V the Cxar has increased .the annual expenditure to ■2,40U,U0O,O0t) 

, Kents in Wellington are higher than any'where else in the Southern I’oubleS a y'ear. And this fabulous sum is psiid exclusively by 

■ Hemisphere', 24s. a week in the city for a hopse of five rooms, and all, 'the .rniiied peasj\ntry, as we SocialistSii; understand quite well 

commodities exception ally high. ‘ ■ ■* that all that is paid by officials and'industrial fiaanciers has 

Now the miners of Otago, in the South Island, are declaring they been obta'ined ,fr.oin the work of the producers, 
will strike if they fail to obtain redress; and they are paving the way . ' , , 

for federated action. . “ Kiunecl iina 

___ - . __ Czar, ms uiihtary. 


The RusSiauiin Crisis. 


■( 




' ' ■ n... . 

'As we said in the first article^ the second part of the popular 
‘claims,-" the land for the peasants,” imposed itself imperiously' 
•on the Government. 00,^16 solution of this question depends 
not only the prosperity of the nation, bub the very existence of 
the Empire. ' . —' ■ »■, 

j The,European Press has often spoken of the poverty of the 
peasants who form 30 per cent, of the whole Kus'sian population, 
but in Europe one cannot have.a real idea of the misery, the 
state of beggary of the people evei’y where in R'uasia, excep.b. 
per.liaps Poland ..and-Georgia. Militarism and bureaucracy, 
including the nobility and the clergy, have.completely exhausted 
all the nationalities of the Empire. Officialdom and bureaucracy 
generally are’a curse resting on the peoples of our times, but in 
no country is the nuipbev of those parasites—from the* Czar and 
his family to--the. ppeanest spy—so grfeab as in Russia. The 
no'bdlity being nearly all in military or civil service, live on the 
Budget, the same with the clergy, which does the .service.of 
spying and keeping khA villagers in ignorance. 

. The Budget! of pthe State, which amounts to 2,400,000,000 
roubles (more than''£240,000,000)', is paid inh'reality by the 
people who are ruined, the peasants. The Senatorial-Oo'ihmissioiT 
of Inquiry into the causes of the-agricultural decay in uinebeen 


t kept in a state of primitive ignorance by-the 
;*y, his millions of gendarmes and‘■police, 
with the most ignorant, cruel, and ra,paciaus clergy of the world, 
the peasant suffers yet from lack of firablo laud and of the 
necessary cattle, ■ . ■ ' ', 

In this vast and thinly po.puiatcd ,Empire,’.Czardotu has 
created a real Uud famine for mi,l*Uons of peasants. The rent 
which the peasa.nts pay to the nobles and monastries is often 
15, 20, and eveui25 roubles per acre, whilst thq purchase price of 
the land is 40, 50, and seldo.m 00 i^ou-blea. . So that each -year 
the peasants’ pay a quarter, sometimes nearly a half, of thii value ■ 
of the laud. It'is easy to lundsrstaud that from the abolition of 
serfdom till our day the inlying cry of the peasant,ry has been 
"Land and liberty!” the motto adopted by the Russian 
'^ Socialists and revolutionists, the motto with which the liberation 
-movement has developed, during the last ten years. 

' We indicated before that theT7zar wanted to attribute all. 
the glory of the solution of the'ag'rarian ques tion -to himself. 
'■The Government,has organised "an agricuibufal bank for the 
peasautg,-’.’which, buying, the land of the great landowners, sells 
it in allotments bo the ^peasants, with a system ot payment 
wliich*1tlie Government thinks is .very easy. But w,e have seen . 
that the lairal population cannot eveii-. pay tKe taxes, and itds 
evident that no amelioration is possible if the annual burden-'is . 
again- increased. Even if every family possessed 10 to 20 acres 
and had all the i^cessavy cattle ITnd tools, it would, be always' 

■ obliged to g’ive bo the State-45 to 60 .per cent, of the p’roducejof 

its woik,i- ' , ■ . ^ 

The peasants.,understood quite well that .this project ol the 

■ GovetSfiment would nob ameliorate their ecunomiq conditions. 


central pro vinces with a po'pulation of thirty-'6ve millions of . , 

real Russians;-stated, that the average'annual budget of a psasarit lAt the same time the Government took measures to'nbotish the 
family.of five persons is: £16;; ■ Of this sum £4 is counted old national sys-tem^ of com'munal la ml ownership^ giving hvery 


for 'household goods and expenses ‘for agricultural works. If we 
divide the annual State Budget by t^e number of inhabitants, 
we see that each peasant family pays-£4 to .the State. So £8 a 
-yea r remains .le-r bhei whole family,'which means less than £2 
' yearly fgr each person for food and dress,' or aboiiit I4d. a day. _ 

With 80 per cent, of the population in such’ a state of penury, 1*^ the'conception of the peasants these'measures not only tailed 
the massmf the people 'is' starving and in rags. Fa-mine has '‘'to bebt'er their position, but even empenlled their present pooi 
become periodicalj and every year a population ot nrfceeu to 


facility to peasShts-lwlio we-t'O willing,, th, -leave t^icir' cornmuno 
‘and take land in private o wnership,' ^'I'hiis the only form of 
equality which existed in Russian life would he*destroyed, and 
'the citation of a rural "proletariat* so desired by landowners, 
and unhappily also by Marxists, would bo the iinmetU^iy result. 


twenty million in various parts of 'the Empire has to bo sav.ed 
from starving to dea4h, by the Government or by .private 
Russian, an,d even ■ international, charity. A conservative 
author, M. Bekhlaev, an authority on peasant life, says:— 

" Tile state of absolute misery kills every desire to save and • 
better-the co'tldition of living, even if this -were' possible. The-' 
common sense of the peasants .tells them to lTepair only ,the " 
buildings, jbecause these, whether, bhd, or-'good, .cannot be sold 
by the authorities for payment of arrears of taxes. Consequently, 
the peasants do not try even to-gain mo'uey fdr—any othe.r ! 
■p.avpose; and if they earn some, they are quite reasonable t6 
prefer spending it at once to paying the taxes,'’* 

•.V .On. the ifoundation of ruin and misery created by the fiscal 
system of Czardoih, which at the same time rigorously puts 
down- every attemp-t by the enlightened classes to 'bring 
elementary insbrupbion tp’.'tbe peasants,,rises a state-of social, 
intellectual, and hygienic life such as in Europe was kno.wmonly _ 
in the dark periods, of the Middle Ages. '' • 

The mortality'is frightful. If in Lo'ridon 13 or 14 -die iti- 
every 1,000, in ‘Russia it is 40 in the 1,000. In Norway the, 
mortality, of qhildren is 79 per 1,000, in Italy 173; in" Russia in^ 
the..centi’{dj:igt^’ 9 yiiices'it is 217,'in 'some others .:ibi 

provinces of Novgorod, Periu>-and Viatka, 440 per 1,000 ! 

'Concerning .th^piibeUeotual state of the people, ,il^ is sufficient 
to say that in 1904 fourteen million chiidren of'^schoolage were . 


existence. Everywhere in Russia agrarian disorders were the 
answer to the C 2 iar’s 'manifesto, and two'years of executions and 
deportations have been unable to break this' spirit of revolt, 
which, on the'contrary, is increasing and ^spreading. 

' ■ ' “ „ W.' TcHKRKBsafir. 

(To 5(* c.ohf }imu-iL) 


What a Nice Mixture! 


The following extracts are worth jieproducing 




“.‘If I ■was ill tlif States I should, 
asi a SuoialUt, vote for Bryar, aiuL I 
should do,mj best to get all otliera 
to do the game.’ Thig wai an. ex- 
pregsidn ftsed by. I’ete Curran, ,tlie 
English Socialist, .a-s* a diililjeiare 
suniiniiig np a ctnivei'aatioti on 
t.he existing political situation in the 
Unitid States."—(Letter 'of the 
Aniei’icti .11 Frilerathiii of I./ab(ii' Dele¬ 
gates to tips British Tiade Uni'n 
Cniigvee.',* to Saiunel Gompers, Presi- 
cleiic. Am. F^d. of Lai tor, Sept, 24, 

American ,Fede7't.dirtnist, October, 

1!J08.) • - - 

■ ’ Any comment tYonkl spoil the effect 


“Yet .in epite’ of the eifurip of 

Sanr Goiupera, Lite L'ibour ,leader, to 
betray Llie Labour vote to Bryan...,,." 

—'(Cfario/i, Nov, 13.) 

“ We should proceed tb-reptivince 
those wlio are'hoatile thas social 
progress and permanent piosperity, 
are only jioaaible wlieii . there ial 
tiarriionions co-operatiofi. beLweett 
labor Had u.'ipital, and tliat that 
co-operation i's i-uly p08.sible upon a 
ba8i.< of jnstice to thyfie who toil."—' 
(W. J. 'B-yan, letter to* Samuel 
Gotupers, Nov. 10, Const teamen’s 
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ALBERT LIBERTAD, 


Deeth, more cruel and stupid than ever, struck down comrade 
Albert Libertad, of Paris, the propagandist orator and one of the 
I founders of/i’A7ia?‘cA2e, the weekly paper started in 1905, and ‘the' 
CUuseries ^opulaires (1902), those local popular meetings which form a 
nd’w kind of propaganda worthy pf more geneml use. After climbing 
up nearly the full height'of Montmartre,_one is faced, in the Rue de la 
Bane 22, by a two-rdomed shop, door and windows in summer wide 
.open to the street,.which, forms a cjuiet corner here. Even without 
entering one sees one-loom full of'young compositors at their printing- 
cases, and next to them, near the open door, some young women doing 
needlework ,or preparing food, with a baby or two thrown in in the 
middle near, the table- where all the office work is done, literature 
, briskly sent'out, etc. The back walls, contain the stock of pamphlets, 
and a collection of advanced books forming a lending library. 

; In the evening the room is cleared a little and forms are put up ; 
the “popular discussions” begin—informal discussions,'attended, by, 
people from the neighbourhood and comrades, just the way to come in 
real contact with average people who feel shy of meetings, have no 
trust in orators, but--may - grad.ualjy be thawed by ordinary, unpre'- 
tentious,conversatioh, ' They get the books they want to take home ; 
they soon see that these young Anarchists, not hindered by convention¬ 
alities and thoroughly disinterested, can help them in many little ways; 
they see them hard, ajt work and yet free at the same time, arranging 
matters, their own way, and always merry.. Such a viilieu Libertad 
greatly helped to create,-and I feel sure that his friends will keep 
jtogether and continue the work. .- 

; For to me 'this example seems of’, nj). small importance, Jt- 
Communist colony is^mostly situated in a remote, isolated district^ and 
an attempt to pi'oduce almost everything on the spot is hard \vork, 
tiring, often disappointing, and bringing too marny. cares for ke,e,ping.r- 
the. unbounded Spirit of^propaj^audism still'alive in the off-heurs!. 'The 
transition, moreover, from o ^m ary to Oommunisjb life is too sudden to 
appeal to greater.numbers ofsjfrrounding people, 'i 

A Syudicutf again, unites men of the same trade, but living till over 
the city ; if tr^e interest keeps them together, the absence of common^ 
• local interest leaves them stranger's, in many respects. Public meetings 
- and lectures are never frequented by large masses of people, whom.in 
many cases a certain shyness, the consciousness of their ignorance, the- 
unwillingness b| grown-up people to.be “educated,” the distrust of ^ 
ambitious oratbra and ■ politicians, etc., keep'away; whilst ordinary 
commqn-.sense discussion may open their .minds and clear away thfCrt 
prejudices. 

. Here, I think, the means adopted by Libertad and his friends 
show the right way to reach new strata of people. '>.If more generalised, • 
it would mean that everywhere, in the popular quarters, groups of 
Anarchists would start such small, informal, co-operative workshops, 
.the real basis of .eflecj^y.^, local prop^anda. Many could emancipate, 
themselves, if not from a very fruga.l life, at least fi',om the brutality of 
their slave-drivers, if with half-a-doien comrades they would only 
co-operate steadily and pi’actically at some trade w’here this, is possible 
without a great outlay of capital.; others-could -help in directing their"', 
custom to theho. Where there is a will there is a way—^this is a * 
proverb that is always worth repeating. Show the. people iri this way 
that.it is possible not to let oneself be Crushed by the capitalist system, 
but to make a stand against it. Only in such a way can be created the • 
great humber of really independent propagandists'tliat will help to 
mske a-popular and efficient movement in place of spasmodic and 
ephemex’al agitation. For these reasons, tbbse se^-suppm'ting pvopci- 
' (janclist groups in tli^ midst pj the people seemed worthy of fuller 
description. 

, Libertad—whose re5d.!xiame was Joseph Albert, born at Bordeaux 
in 1S75—-with Anna Mah4, were the soul of the paper L'Anarckie, 
This is not so much a popular organ to hammer away with ^ unceasing 
p 9 .tience in.the same-place—useful ‘jj.nd necessary work, n'o doubt, but 
not.the exclusive task of (ill Anai’chis.tpapers. It is an organ whe^e 
each article tries to contribute something new and original to the 
continuous evolution of Anarchist ideas. Libertad and his friends did 
so much popular propagandist work that they instinctively found the 
means to avoid monotony by abstaining from -producing popular 
literature the rest of the" day, by trying to sharpen their minds by 
thinking further on the lines of Anarchist qvolution. This seems to 
me an excellent way to recreate the mind of routine propaganda and to 
advance further at the same time; diversity of efforts is often more 
efficient than the much-praised unity. Not all these efforts are of 
equal value, bub there is certainly no Anarchist paper in which, during 
the last three years, Anai’chism has obtjEyned so many new sidelights 
and is shown so much to be a living idea in full evolution. E. Armand, 
.whom another variety of stupid fatality keeps away how..helped-on 
this elaboration of new ideas; only lately the group L'Anarchie pubifelied 
his remarkable book, “Qu’est ce ou’un Anarchiste?”‘(What, is an 
Anarchist?) , A new feature of the ^ paper was a weekly review pf th,e 
other French An^i’chist papers, sign^a '•* Le Liseur,” probably Libertad’s 
work. This was not a’ repetition of commonplace summaries and 
compliments, but reckless, pithy criticism, adding naahy hints in the 
right direction. 

This criticism stops at notKing---neither at ideas nor at men; and 
this m(\AQ L'An(irchie unw^elcome to many, some of whom ca'nnot bear 
the light of criticism, xyhilst . others wish the appearance-of' solidarity 


. kept up by all means. Libertad had no sympathy nor mercy nor 
•patience with either of them, which caused him to be considered as 
’“anti-syndicalist,” “individualist,” ,and very troublesome in general. 
Iri reality; his mind- was open to all possibilities of propaganda, .all 
nuances of our ideas, their perpetual evolution-dnd. improvement. He 
detested exclusivism—the Syndicalist proclaiming Syndicalism “ self-. 
sufficient,” the Communist despising the slightest tracejif Individualism, 
etc.^ ^ He would .also* think and,j.say: If we criticise and reject the 
■ political leaders; why should we silently submit to the Syndicalist 
leaders/simply becaui^ 'at present they seem to work in oui; interest?. 
By this uncompromising’ attitude he became the bugbear of many, but 
ceitainly helped to awaken independent thinking in as many,others. 

His third field of action was numerous meetings. He could mo'?e 
only on crutches, but his thundering voice fill.ed large halls, and many 
were his lecturing tours, extending as far as Geneva before he was 
expelled from Switzerlaxjd.'* Once he was put on trial for advocating 
incendiarism, but he developed to the jury with great’common sense, 
the -hygienic character of setting fire to slum dwellings, destroying thus • 
the Horrible, squalid—surrbundings which stifle people’s energy, and 
which no patching up will ever mend. He was acquitted. 

He-and his friejads also - attended most other publit meetings and 
insisted on getting a fair hearing. If this was' refused, they would 
stop at nothing, an.d this gave them a terribly bad reputation with all 
chairmen who pooh-pooh unwelcome discussion,; still, th’ey had to give 
way, and Anarchism conquered the-platf.orm. • . . ' 

• From all this it will be concluded that Libertad was not very 
tender to his enemies,, nor were they, to him.. To friends he was 
courteous and genial;- it was a pleasure td discuss Anarchism with him. 
His untimely death—though an old propagandist, he WHs'stiU 'yduhg-r- 
.will, I hope, not disperse the hopeful young movement which lie had so 
much contributed to create around him and his group on Montmartre. 

- N. .. 


DAISY LORD AND OTHERS. 

1 


_ [This leiier^tocis sent to Clarion ” a 7 id re^eeled^ 

I‘have read most of the letters both in the C^irion and, the Woman-. 
.If oi’he}" pn the case of Daisy Lord, and whilst I am pleased so much, 
effort is being put forward on this girl’s behalf, I should dearly like to 
•. see, after the release, and arising out of this agitation, something of a ' 
permanent character, begun whereby such, and similar cases might be 
dealt with. We must make life easier for mothers who are not wiv.es. 
Some’means mus't be taken to . educate society to recognise every 
woman’s right to become ‘a mother if she wishes, even if she 7 ierc?‘ 
becomes a wife. , . 

• There has been a hue-and-cry for punishment for the man; but 

why ? We seem hopelessly mixed up. ^ Daisy Lord has had sentence 
passed upon her, not for hearing an illegitimate child,.^but for killing it. 
Even the cruel law does not punish a woman for bearing an illegitimate 
child. It is left for Christians and so-called advanced people—-ip tine; 
a civilised society—to do that. , , - 

^ Some correspondeats have asked why the man_was not mentioned 

^ at the trial.: .Apart from the illegality of the proceeding, who is tc^^y 

• that the nian, whatever position he may have taken up in regard'to the 
girl, could have prevented her'action—allowing, qf coutse, -that it was 
impossible for him to marry her ? Then, again, he may have been so 

• placed that he could do very little beSldes acknowledge paternity of the 

child, and this may ^ve but^tedlied to make things harder for the girl. 
Even had he come forward at the triaj, what good could he.have done? " 
How could he have saved her ? ^ ; 

It is not only the law, but society at large, men and women of 
every grade,-.who make life so intolerable, so impossible, for all oqr 
. Daisy Lordi None but the strongest and bravest women ax-e able to 
come through the ordeal of bearing and keeping an illegitimate child. 

•' 'It is you, oh Pharisees, xvho^unish a girl scr that in her great 
dread and fear of the pain T/ozi’wffl inflict upon her, she kills her baby. 
She is mad with terror, not qf the law, but of y^u—you ! - ' • ' 

, And you men and women who have talked so much, who -have 
shouted so wildly over Daisy Lord, what have you done and said \ 7 hen 
one in your midst, some woman you knew, has, without 'asking legal 
permission, dared to fulfil her destiny, to claim her right to become a 
mptirer ? ,Yo.u men and women who call yourselves•“ advanced ”{?)j who 
.,are supposed lio understand ? . You have crept into quiet corners and, 
..whispere' 4 , slandered;.'flaid .played smilingly with innuendo; and when 
you have met this woma^, you have treated her coldfy, you have shown 
a sensitive soul that you disapproved, that you considered her an 
“undesirable.” . • 

, An4 who aroryou to disappi’ove oHudge? Do you know all the 
.truth ? -And having known, have you | acted accordingly? You have 
■ not born,^ or caused to be born, an illegitimate child, forsodth, and so 
you are a perfect being ! -But wait; may not this woman with her 
baby be a far stronger, far-nobler character than any one of you ? 

Leai’n to think cleanly, frankly, and rationally of the relationship 
betw.een men and women, and vVe’ll have no more Daisy Lords for 
judges to pass sentence upon. ’ ■ . • - - *“ 

I You may cry out as'loud, as you p lease against fche_law, 'but you 
ana you alone are responsible. You men and women who comprise 
this rotten sopiety of ours are really the cause of the death of Daisy 
^rd’s tiny baby. Dh ! for, a gifted pen to tell you all you have done \ 
. in this respect. How many women Jiave you driven to the river-bed ? 
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How many to the poisonous drug ? -Aye, and to the .streets'? How 
many helpless babies have been left in railway carriages, at foundling 
hospitals, and on hoped-for hospitable doorsteps ? How many tiny 
bodies lie in their graifes ? Atid aH because you in ydur sain 2 

pious r^spectabtfity made -it impossible'for either mother or, child to live 
a decent, peaceful, happy life. How many times do you say “Bastard 
if not to a man or womanj but of them, wh’en their bficks ard turned ?* 

_ _ Surely now you seo the result of, your wretched conduct, centred' 

as It Id in this one pathetic case -M Daisy Lorti—surely, I say, you aie 
hoi ror-stricken ? Surely you- \yi]l do something to prevent *suoh a 
thing happening again? If pot, then all you are saying and doing iiow" 
IS nothing but a hypocritical sham! Picture Daisy Lord lying where so 
naany have lain for the* Same reason, suflering the same horrible torture 
of mind and body ;Hben realise that it is you who have done this thin<^, 
you who ai'8' responsible, you ’ivbo have caused this thing to happenli 
thoimod times. If it had bden the law Daisy Lord feared, she Vould 
not have murdered her child. It was you—you- 


PROPAGANDA ""NOTES. 


[Itffjjori'i of .the, 


Movement are invited,mal should bv eent in not 

iifter ihuti the j-dh of each monlL] 

. H ') A ^ 


^ ^ -j--' j-'- -you! 

Do you shrink And will you on the next occasion of such ft case 
coming under your notice leave off your pious, “ unco guid " behavimir 
or will you adopt “pity” and “charity” as your watchwords whilst you 
patronise? If. bo, you have-not leailned your lesson.' Neither cold 
-‘disapproval, cruel punishment,'nor hisulting pity or charity-a're the 
right of every mother, be she wife or not, but the liberty to do as she 
, pleases with her. "own ^ body, the liberty to bear a child if she chooses, 
and„above alh the liberty to choose the father of her child without 
■ either consulting, or informing the community. You have no right to 
interfere in these matters ; they affect only theitwo people concerned, 
xoii have freedom to tuind your own business* . . ' 

' . -You women who are crying for fre:e(iom, will you grant the liberty 
or ONE among you to live her own life in her own way, without bein» 
the first to cast the stone of slander or lift an eye of scorn ?' ° 

I think not. - , ; ■ ' ' , ■ 

Dd'isy Lord said .that she was an illegitimate herself, and th.at she 
did not desire her child to suffer as she'had done, and so killed it ! 

. How ye are accused ■ ■ , . - 

I hope that out of this agitation will^come some permanent good, 
Goilld not a society be formed to. educate public opinion by literature, 
lectures, etc,, so^ that society ■ shall, not punish a woman by ostracism 
and by making it impossible for her to earn her livelihood, simply 
--because she .is a mother? 'And meantime (if such a society should be 
formed), whilst ,we await the civilisation of society, we could help to 
provide money and work for any woman who needs it, either befm’e, or 
^ after -her child was born, always working for the ultimate when a 
woman would be able to support both herself and -ffer-child in a society 
which does not scorn f«iy mother. * , ' 

Hoping.to see something permanent done, ' “ ■<, 

I am,'yours.for Freedom" 

Bessie Ward. 




Noawu'ir. f ‘ . " 

" I t)ti Uoti/ber .iir) we had an.oiliei’ visit frotn" Comrarls Turiief, tlu.s' time' 
j*' fho Labour Cluircliand with the■■assUtaiice u( the. 

.iii»onist ciJiiiii'AiieS, two verv (inocesfiil ineetiiuiiii were hehl'. ^ 

_j ail tiie aftenioou his subject wits “ Trade Diiidiiiani ami its TeiideiicieH,” 
xie had already dealt with this on his previous visit, but this time it wa.s 
much more complete, owing tG_ its being delivered, iiuloors.'' Ha.traced.the 
growth pf Trade.XJinoms'm during the Last century;'its struggles, ami also 
the spirit which inspired its niembens, and which gained for tliem uuiiortairt 
co.iicessions from their masters, iii‘spite of .the ,fayt tiiat they had iiot, the 
large funds at their dispos®! wdiioh present-day Trade Unions boast uf. Hut 
tiiey iiad something more inipoftaat—they iiad mure real 'aolidarirv, more 
initiative, wliich is the soul of any movement, but. vvhicii has been io*a large 
extent destroyed by their Parliamentary action.' I’lifortiniatelv there was 
HOfc aiuQu tinia for qiieations at tins meeting* 

III the evening TiinieiV subject ‘V^SucialUtu, Hiistorieal and 

^..conomic. His knowledge ofraovenient in qi jiuitry, .gained bv 

per$bi3a| experience, stood (iiin _m^good stead, ami tdgtfther wdtli bis laeid 
style of apeakm.g^.4nade this iecture^ very interesting* .After, dealing with 
^le earliei pliases of the linn'ementj which-* the majority present were 
mnorant of, he le4 up to Uie theory-of the coiicentvatiou of wealth/which 
n? showed to be a fallacy aiiH not in accord with present-day facts* A small 
section of Marxiarrs in the audience were rather upset at this (as we all 
are at first when of our pet theories are found toM^e wrong), and 
thef e .were signs of their disagreenieiit* .Turner cojiciuded liis address by 
asking wliat they had to show hi this dr any otlier country for- the money 
aind energy ■.that had been spent on politics. 'What had been gained in 
(Termany and France^ where, the' political Socialists w'erti strongest ? In 
each of these ioiintries, when any economic tmd been obtained it liarl 

.been by Labour revolts ia the shape'of strikes* In tliis country, tlirou<^h 
looking to Parliamentj the Unions had lost benefits which had previuualy 
been gained when they were ^ctive^ and ifieir initiative and fighting,spirit 
hacl been taken from' them* At the finish of his aildress there were" many 
questions, which were well answered by our comrade* 

There was ,some soreiiees felt again by a few of the local Labour le'aders 
over Turner*s visit* This-time they feareti he might injure their cliances hi 
the elections which were so close > and there were some grounds for this, 
seeingtlrat-^^y^have been told by several that althoughfi Turner had liot 
altogether destroyed tlieir -faith in the. ballpt-box, he had considerably 
. shaken it* Tlus^ds good in itself, for until the people awake to the fact, 
that they hiiijie got to rely on' themselves and their own organiaatinna, and ‘ 
not on leader^i'^^ ah all be no nearer oiir goat* . ' . , \ . 

- Whenever Turner comes to Norwich he will always be sure'bf a gojd 
meeting* Tiiis, I Upnk, augurs well for the future, if the local gron|j 

he up and doing* ^ Our thanks'^are due ^to the Libour Cliurctf.for file 
assislance they have given us, and yve appreciate tlie broad-minded spirit- 
that has permitted it. / y 


Kitson's TrialLeeds, i 

' ' I. ' ' ^ 

Ma/be it ia aii error to cut oft morp cake tliaii one can eatftt is also a 
folly to eiideavoiir to look at one’s own ears, and one cannot bold oneself un 
by tfte heels. . No one will better .understand wiiat I' mean than Kitson.. 

ior many reasons it will^^be well to saylittle on the whole matter; 

"Anarchist' 'standpoint, Kitson’s case was a failure; fro.fai the 
pliticiaiis.Mt was a success, .Kitson beat the prosecnlbig .compel all 
hands up; in fact there was only one man in ft, and that was nbf the 
advpcate for the Crown, 

Mrs. Bailie^ thq Suffragette, when asked, Did she calh the 'authoricies 
tyrants ? said Yes,,and refus'ed' to be "Wutid over. ‘AUIiougli not.agreeincr 

for ^womenmosenses than one I 


“ GOinrade.’' 


jerV4*®''^our Mrs, Baineses 


Walthamstow. j' - , . 

The long-aiiticijiated' deba(te .on “Anarchist Gomiiuuiiarn'''rei'S!iJ Social 
Demyeracy/- between JohiV*Tlirtief and Frei.l Sturge, took rilace at tlie 
“Williain Morris Socialist Club on Sunday, November 2!). - ■ 

t , Sturge i^i liis opening remarks defined Social Democracy,iig.a_,systeuj 
--of society ba.sed the democratic owtiersliip and control of tlie m'eanb of 
pi'oduction*,' distribution, and exchange. Under such a systetii he maiittained 
that private^property would be abolished. Distinctly, stating that it would 
mean rnajprity rnle,^he [loltUed out that there would be perfect freedom for 
the minority. Passing to the (inestion of government, he explained that 
government would'be the dire'eting aiuhority, meaning that'^^be authdritiea 
. would have no power except to express the desires of the p^ibnle. At this* 
juncture Ite d'eiined the.“State ” as “.the whole of tlie people « and said that 
unde'r ^pch a^j-stem ihe result would be “e4ch for all, anci .aU,£or each,” or 
from^acli according to his ability, .to each according' toxins needs.' Nob 
being satisfied with his past misdeeds, Stuige ■ attempted to prove that 
organisation implied authority, quoting Croisset from the H-port of the last 
International Congres's. , , 

^Tohn Turner begaii. by pointing -out 'that the debate was; “Anarclilst 
Conituunism versus Social Deinocracyj” not Aii'archii^iii Wrjjdi^Socisliam/* aa 
■S^vertimd and given out by the chairmam Clearly stating the meaning of 
■ AnarohiH.m,^ he twitted his o.pponent with lus indulgence in generalities, 
Coiiuounistic and Social Democratic,', Holding the Democrat’s contradictions 


am Hiappy to'ValLMrs, Haines 
in the English Anarchist movement ? . 

' return, Ivitson was the personification ofsHiplotnacy, and for him 

I lave neither blame nor praise* My only regret in having wasted two 
long days sitting in the Court, anticipating that at least .Kitson would 
make use'of-the opportunity to emphasise and'drjye, home Uie points he 
had previously statejl and advocated to -the-unemployed at the open-air 

meetings. _ I hope Kitson will not look on this as an attack, bub aimnlv Z~e -4.i.wtuLiiy ..ijt; ju-Biuuura.La coiirratjiccioiis 

as a candid .expression of opinion, afid as'moderate as tlie ch’cumnaiices befqre-the audience,.he showed conclusively the futility of Parliameiitary 

^ , aotioii.-Not.content with remaining on his oppuiieiit’s ground, he commenced, 

- disabnae' tlie idea, promulgated by Marx and-Social Democrata general Iv. 


demand. 


^ Finally,'I will say to myself and to all comrades, do. not, make anv 
^statements to the uuemployed^or at .meetings other-than what yote- woufd 
gladly'vepeat in a Court;^ 0 ;r do not act, in-such a manner thaflateHylSu have 
to deny yoiir act. Talk is cheap, and foolish talk or-sect-ton brines Tidicule 
on our cause and makes a laughing-stock of our propaganda. Let us say, 
with Lowell:— _ ° , ' . 

We wilt apeak out, we will be heard, 

• -. Tii'iiigh all earth’s systems crack }' 

_We^wiIl not bate a single word, • . 

’'Nor take a letter back. 

. Let liars fear, let tyDwards shrink, “ 

Let traitors turn away ; ■ ’ 

•>. Whatever we have dared .to think i 

' • That dare we also say,' 

And—-having said it, i-f it-be true, let us see that we stand by it. 

The jury found both the_ prisoners guilty.^ Kitson agreed to be bound 
ov.ei, aiul wa.s^ tsleased ; ■ Mrs. ,i{aiiie8 refused to be bound over, and* was 
.sentenced to six,weeks’imprisonment,, ■ ‘ * H, Kean, 


\ 


\ 


that the capitalist class is-.(joiitinually'decreasing; figures quoted "from 
Tcherkesoff’s work amply proved hia point.. Having got hi.s opponent'on 
crutches, he cjoiumenced breaking up those feeble 'support's "Herreinls the 
first chapter. ■ ‘ , ' . • ■. j' - 

Sturge, in rejilyiiig to Turiier a-neiit the desp'olism of Governments, 
affirmi^d that a Social Democratic Governnient woul.d be different fronj otiier* 
'Goveniments irnismueh as it would represent the people. Then he pointed 
outsat they would capture Parliament to destroy .it. After-destroying 
ParJianient, he stated iliat he was not afraid of the majority. Again, 
referring to niimher of capitalists, he qubstioned the figures;' Shareliofders 
could be counted many times,,as they lield shaves in niany conipanies. 

;'In reply, Turner clearly e-i^posed the question of individual 3hareliolder.s 
being counted many times by pointing ont .that the figures were based on 
income tax reEnnief So' quickly did Turner slu>\i[ the fail act e.s ot.. his 
opponent that be found ample tiine to explain the' principles of Anarchist 
Communism, which is generally extreihelyMifHcuit in debate, - 

_ I feel sure that seed was sown that night-which is bound to bear good 
fruit in the future. Would that sucli meetings occurred m'ore fixiuently. ; 

' . i . , W, D. Bonder.' 


.'Governmpafc is the great blackmailer,. , .No good ever came from, 
the law. All reforms have been the .qftspriSg of Revolution.— 


I NiHtN, 


, The movement at Canning Town IfSs a fresh lease of life, meetings at 
ISt'L'kton Road on Sundays beijig wejl attended both moTiiing arid evening.. 
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TIiih revival pu'ls me iii iijini] of the etroiig £[i*onpwe had here fixirteeu yeai-s 


_^oomi'ade3 Frank KdlK, Pi'esburii, S’ain Slain waring, J.-tc'k 
Cicol), V'. I'fiiihatii,* and Tom ;Cautwell-in turn used to- 


ago, when our old 
Turn'ar, Tnchaui, N; 

' ■ ajjeak at H cktoirlioad. 

* During tlie paac month real good \vork has been done, the .decision of 
the Judges against Parlianieutaiy levies by Trade Unions having given our 
comrades a fine opportunity to drive liohii? the tesso'n of Direct Action, 
It was pointed out that tlie funda levied were absolutely Was,ted, as they 
were simply spent in nourishing a" new species of parasites'. Comrade 
Knight, anew recruit from tlie S.D.P., ImVproved aJgood propagandist, and 
has been well supported by comrades Carter; Monk, Richardson, Ray, and 
Gould in g. The comrades intend to keep the meetings going thrdiigh the,- 
_whiter, and ft*eaU speakers will be heartily welcomed at Becktou Koad'ativ’ 
■ Sunday at 11.30 and G.30.' ■ • . 


L 


Crowded meetiiigs in memory of tlie Chicago Martyrs ;ivere held at the 
Workers’ Friend Club, Jubilee'Street, E., on j^ovember 11, and at the 
International Working Men’s Club, 83. Charlotte Street, on November 15, 
The speakers at the firsti meeting were W. Wess, W; D. Fonder, J. Turner, 
W. Icherkesov, T. del Marmol, and ,R. R cker. The Anarchist Sunday 
School Choir sang “The Chicago Martyrs” during the evening. At the 
second nweting, the speakers were.E..J. B. Allen, M-alatesta, Rocker, and 
Os.sip. Fuller rep irts are crowded out, , „ ' 


MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

, , - -- 

' ' Nevember 5—Decomber 8 . . . . ' 

Freedom Guarantee Fnnd—,h Helium 4s, B, C 7 .'* 6 d, R. 0. ed, E. KhoLlcs 2 s, 
Group Meeting 23, H. Glassu 3 s. ■ ■ '. ' 

Freedom i'ltiscnpiiorts—E. Beuest Is 6 d, M. '-Newman Is 6 d, J. Helium 2 s, 
W. Maddooks ed, H. KiiolU'.2sr W^iuery Is 6-1, J. Hose 3s, W.'ljs. l.s 6 d, 
A;- 6 . Barker Is 6 il., 

Sales o/FnEEDOM. U. Krifiier 12 s, H end era on s 3 s 6 d, S. Carter 4 s jjd, Essex Is, 
r’^*'1’ S. Dreen Is SJ,.Holtz la Id, Goodman 

' 1 h A’ 3s 6 d, H, Taylor 2 s 3d,'J. Isenboum 3 s, 

- A. hivd 2 s, 1 <. Gouiding 6 l 1, ,A. Ptattin Is £id, B. Greenblatt 3 s Odi'P. Larae 
Is 4d, R. Btuavt Is 6 d. 

Pamphlet anil Book Sales.~\. Lilbuni 3 .s 2 d, W, JiL-iduorks 23 7 d, F. Large 
Is Sd, G, Ball.irti 2s Sd, H. V. 3s, S. Dreen 2s,- K> Ulsen 6 s 6 d, E. Fox 2 s,- 
1 o, Gs- 6 dj A. Goldberg Is, H.'iVTor'3 s'7d, T.'S. ■ 

'■ ®s 8 d, OfTiceSs ea, G. M, l.s 7d, H. Glasse 7 s, 

xi 3s .Sd, J, Hose, Is 6 d,, 0. Kiuaii 5s, Hendersojis 5 s, 

; Stuart 2 s, W. A- C.-Jr, iis 8 d, B. Greeublatt 9 s 2 d, 

i, E. M. .ls' 6 d. ... , , . 

PrtHijj/tlei'Fynd.—J3. R. .El, Kssr.'; 7d, i ' ' ■ 

4uss^anJ>rimieys Fii^^ Greenblatt 7s Id. Full list of subscriptrons 

’1_^EISSIAN’PRISONERS FUND. , ’ 

_ ’ ' {Collected by B-. Greeublatt' Liverpool.) 

'List No.-22 (CollectM at Liverpool Clarion Chib)l.L ■ timall I's, U.- Blyth 2 s 6 cL 

H. Stewart I s, d Help 1 s, J, ,B, Is, T. E. A. 6 d, E. V.: Is, M. 6(1, R J. H. U 
G. Bartsoii la ■ P, I is, P. P. la. a.,N. Is, S, Q. Is, J, R. .Is, F. M, Is, 
...* •.* * K K p. Is. N y ^ S,-Sife, J. H. is, Sj’mpathUer 2 s' 6 fl. 
M, Miiart 5a, Mr. HoocEon -..a, G. loch Is, E'. R. S, 23'6d^ Mrs. Hovotlnies re, 
Mr. Jones is, R. I) Is A. P. a;ayl( 5 r Is, .J, M.' b., 6 d. E. M. Zs; B. White Is, 

2 s, A. ttaasoii Is, P. J. N. is, B. A. H, 5s,—Total 

.. ^ A 2 '153. ' ^ . "" , “ 

Listen. 23.'—G..H. l.s', F. Bower Is, J..Biirt Is'; J. Coiiit^CIs, A. Porez Is, 
Bn-kaiiliead Socialist Sooieiy 10 s, G. Mollet'ls, A. Abeills, E. Tudor U. 
AgamsirJ^arliftinent U.—Total 393 . ' 

List No. 24,--G. R 6 d,,tL «. 6(1, ,1. B. Is, M. B. la, O. C. J, U, C. W, A. Is, 
A' '• D- Is, T.AVi B. Is, Un Ami de laCaiise" 6 d, W..H.C, la, 

‘ b -'Sd, w. Ross 6 d, Friend 6 d, J, GrilEtlis la, W. CL 

• ’ }' Hubbard Is, A Owen 3d, Smith dd.'F, T. . 3 ( 1 , 

"'A- SdvlH. F. Northeote 3d, S. Caplaa 3d,rM. A. .S. 6 d, 

, S. 6 uj vollectioa at Halewood C.C. ' 3 s 2 Ad, J.' Sturgan 3 d, Collectioii 

at Hftlewopd Club House (S, CapUin) tk 6 .Gl,a>ay 2 d, Morgan 2 d, X; HaG. 2 d, 

I. A. Jones Is. A. Hugli Is, T. Is, W. P. Gd, AV. W. 6 d, JTL. 6 d, G. de B. 23. 

—lotal £1 ISs Id. I ; .. .. t 

MP— ^_I_^_ 

. ^ 'SUNDAY SCHOOLS. ■ ■ " 

Ihe Ji/Rst London Aiinrchist-Sociajlist Sundiiy School meets at 3.30 
every bn ml ay at the y'y orkers’ Fi'i 0 nd.|Club _^aiid Institute, 1 C 3 Jubilee 
Street, .Mi!(3 Ifind. Clxiidren in the *Lliatrict invited. An ■ Esperanto 
dIass for adults iind^^chiTtii'en is specie 1 Ij;,c^oiiducfed byj^Icijnrade Dus.t. 

Ihe West London Sunday .School meetis at 2;30 pronUpt at the 
Club, S3 Charlotte Street,,W. LUiiitlren over six year's of age invited.' 

Liverpool CoaniyxisT Giioup.—Young folk, are invited to the 
Sunday School at Toxteth Co-operative Hail, Smithdown Road (near 
Lodge Lane), at 3 p..m. every Sunday^ We are in urgent’ nead. of 
funds, for school retiuisites. Who rvill )ielp?^.J. H,-Dick, 1A Boswell 
Street, Liverpool, • ■ . ■ - , . ' 


■'4... ^ ' 

■ * - To Readers in Paris. - '' •, 

FiiEEDOM and Mothsh Earth can be obtained at Kiosk No. 214, 
Boulevard Bonne- Noiivelle (opposite No. 36). Orders taken for EDgli.sh 
and American publicatiohs. , ' 

MpTliER EJSlRTI^. .' , 

% Wished by Emma Goldman^ i , - - 

; Offices: 210 iCaac 13th Street, New York City, U.S.A.-- . 

Gan be obtained from Freedom Office. 6d. monthly, ptjst-'free 7d. ' ' 

■ ^ ° ’ Bfick nUnabera. a applied, * . ' 

.. . .... J-anarchism- r. SOCIALISM;-; 

. Dy Wm. C. Owen.' . , . 

- Price 2d.', post-free, 2from Frbepom Office, London, N.W. 


-7— ~p—-—-— 

’ INTERNATIONAL WORKING MEN’S. GLUB, 

' , ^ ■ 83„OiiARLon'E Streei’, Fitzkov.Square, W.’ 

.[SUNDAY, DECEMB’ER 13; AT 7 p.M, 

/.!, S. Jv B...’Alien, 

' ‘ IiiLlUBtritiUst Li^aguu. 

"i 

. > _ ** Anti-Parliamentarism.” 

// BIRMINGHAM- LABOUR CHURCH, BRISTOI^ STREET. 

‘ Ox Sunday, January 3, at 6.30 p.m 

Cli£LS*les^ Kean.- • \ 

A^^ARCHISM: ITS FHfcoSOPHl^ AND~ IDEALT^ ' 

%_Dr. PAri/ELTXBACHER. Translated 'by S. T'.-Bi-ikgton. 

■y ; Seven Fo7‘t7''aits, . 

. ^ > 6s. 6d, net; postage 4d. extra. . 

. Freedom Office, 127 Ossulston.Street, London, N.\V. 


PAMPHLET, ANb\.B0QK LIST. 

I —■ i 

ANARCHISM : its Philo.sophv and Ideal, t By P;''Kkop(3tkin Id.L, 
THE STATE : Its Historic Role* By Peter Kroputkix, Sd. 

LAW AND AUTHpHITY. By Peter Kropotkin, ‘id. 

THB SOCIAL mNERAL STRIKE By Arnold Roller 2d. ' 

THE BASIS OF TRADlifUNIONISM. By Emile Pouget,' Id.' 
WAR. By Peter Kropotkin. Id, ... 

appeal to THE YOUNG. Bv Peter IC bo pot kin, id, 
RESPON.SIBILITV and. iiOLIDARITY in the Labor Strusole, Id 
S.OCI^LISM THE REiMEDY.' By HENar Glasse.' IdV - 
S^OCI.AL DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By, Gustav Laxdacer. ^d, 


BYOLUTION AND REA^OLUTION. bV E. Reclus 
' 'THE ICING A ND THE ’ANARCHIST. 2d. 

’MONOPOLY''; OR,, How Labour is Robbed. William M-rris id 
. USEFUL WORK versus USELE-SS TOIL . By IViLLrAM MoRKm.’ Id -^ 

THE INTERNATIONAL ANARCHLSt CONGRESS, 1907. Id. ' ■ • 

ANARCHISTS AND E.SPERANTO. Id, 

ANARCHISM, By Dr. Paul Eltzi 3 .i uiiEB. Cs, 0(1. : postaBe'iil^ 
SIODERN bC'JLNOE AND.' ANARcHISil, 'By P. ICtibi^TkiJ'. 

THE CONQUEST OF .BREAD. Peter ICrdpotkin'. ' lOs. 6d, 
MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By Pe'cer Kropotkis.,,- 
r3i^.'6d..po,'jt-fi’ge, ' ■ . ’ - ' . (■('’ 

mutual A'ID ; A Fautop,OF Evolution. By ■ Peter Khopotkik. 

...;33, 6il. 'jiti.st-f.iVP. ' ' 

TIELOiS, FACTOR,r.ES AND WORKSHOPS^ ^By P Kkopotkin. 

Paper cover 6d., post-free 9d.; cloth 1 s.,-post-fi'ee^ls. 3d. V " 
tVHAT IS PPiOPEIiTW? Bv P. J, Pp.oudeiox. 2 vole. 2i*., pnstag^^TI,— j 
NEWS FROM NO'WHERE.. By WiLLtAM Morris. Is. 6il ; postage 4d, 

A DR E A At (.zF JOHN BALL Bv Willi asi Mo-rkis. 2.s., po-.tnve Sd 
PRISON.^, POLICE AND PUNISHMENT. 'By E. Carpexteb. Paper is., 
(iloth 2s.*, postage .^cl. * 

A yiNDICA-TION pF * NATURAL SOCIETY. By Edmuxo BuRkE.. 
Ls. and 6'!., ))oitagjB 2fl,.aiiti Id,. 

THE^AGEDV OF ^Y0MAN’S EMANCIPATIGN. Bv Emma 
• TTS^ld’^v. 3.i. post-free. . —' - 

WHAT I BELIEVE. By Emma Goldmax. 24il,, po.st-fi;ve 3d. . 

PATRIOTISM! By Emma thtLinL^x. 2Ad., post-free , * ' 

• THE CRIMINAL AN.XR(.'H Y jLAAV, Bv T. Schroedeu. 3* 1, iwst-free^- 

THE MASTERS OfIlIFE. By -Maxim Gorky.' 3d, po-st-free! '*_. 

.WALDEN. By H. Tiioreau. I-®, and 6d., [)o.*!.ta,ge 2il. and Id.f 
ENCZLAND'S 'IDEAL, By Edwap.d CARrEXTEii," 2'‘. Gd. and I,^., post. 3il, 
CIVILISATION : .'Its Cause AND Cure. By Edward C'ARfExirEri. 2.^. Ctl,' 

' ■ ,,aiii! jiostage 3d. ■■ . -i '■ *.. 

LO^ E’S Cuming of age. a Sen'eh of Pajiers on the Relations of the 
Sexi*.-*. '■’B.v Edward Carpexter. 61., po.sta«e 4d. ^ ' 

THE RIGI ITS U'F M AN.*, By T n om..\s P a i x r. G *J ., ° ios i ag e 3d. 

I • : ( . . ■ ‘ ^ ^ 

; All oider.i, with cask, should be sent to . ' . . . 

lH,anager, d Freedom ” Office, 127 Ossulston Street, Loudon, N.W. 

FREEDOM’! MAX BE OBTAINED of 

. London.—H enderson, 66 Cbilring Cross Road, Vy.C, (Wboimle). . 

Loinlou and Suburban Pitblishiug Co., Bride Lane, Fleet Street. 

A. Ritchie, Pemberton Row:, Fleet Street, E.C. 

■''vV, PiEEVES,-83, Charing Cross Road, lA’. " ■ . 

0. Mati11a,' 4', 20, Little Pulteiiey Street, - 

.B. RuijERuaN, 71, Han bury Street, Spitaldelds, E, (also Painphleta),.- 
J. J. Jaque,s, 1,91, Old Streeti City Road, E.tb ,, 

•Liverpool,—E..G. Smith-, 126 Tunnel Road. ' / 

, Chas. JI .Gramt andiSon, S and 9 Lord Street Arcade, / 

Leeds,—A. Goldberg, 14'Millwright §treec. ' • ' / 

LeiceSter.-^A. Gorrie, 2, Brazil ^Street. ‘ ' ■ / ' 

M£inChester.—J. Isenbovm, 5 Sagar Street, Bury NeW Road, / 

J. BURGES.SAND Co., 15 Peter Street, ' / 

Ne-Wcastle-on-Tyne.—R. Stuart, 51 Douglas Terrace, 

H. Karpin, 11 Ravensworth* Terrace. 

Glasgow.—Reformer’s Bookstall, 126 Botliwell Street. 

D. Baxiier, 32 Brunswick Street. >> / . ' ‘ ' 

Dundee.—L. Macartney, 181, Overgate. .. . 

tJ.S.At—N. Noticih, ,1,932 S. 6th Street, Philadelphia, Pa.. 

M. MaIsel,- 422 Grand .Street, New YprkjK.Y.. ' , 

Ne'W Zealand.'j~P. Joserh.s, 64 Taranaki Street, .ly ellington, 

Printed and published by T, H. Kebll, 127 OssulslSja Street,London,N.W, 
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